------------------Christmas Traditions in Spain------------------

In many ways, Christmas in Spain is very similar to Christmas in other Western countries. Christmas trees, carols, family dinners and gifts are all traditional. There are also Christmas traditions that are unique or, at least, more typical of Spain. 

One very Spanish Christmas tradition is the nativity scene. They are not just displayed in churches and shops, as in other countries, but also in the home. The display of a manger scene at home is just as traditional as the Christmas tree. 

Sweet foods are typical of Christmas and every country has its own specialties. The sweet Christmas foods that are typical all over Spain are turrones (chocolate- and/or almond-based bars), marzipan shapes, mantecados (shortbread) and polvorones (butter-based baked biscuits). There are also many traditional sweet foods from every region. 

Christmas in Spain is an opportunity to bring the whole family together. December 24th is Christmas Eve (known as the 'Good Night') and is usually celebrated with a family meal at home. There are so many regional recipes that are prepared around these dates that it would be impossible to include them all, but, in general, it is traditional to eat seafood dishes or a turkey.

Lunch on Christmas Day, December 25th, is an occasion to gather grandparents, uncles and aunts, cousins and other distant relatives. Roast lamb is usually served and sometimes even a whole, small lamb if the family reunion is large enough. 
The last day of the year, December 31st (known as the 'Old Night'), can be celebrated with friends but a family dinner at home is traditional. On New Year's Eve twelve lucky grapes are prepared for each member of the family. At midnight, on each of the twelve bell chimes, one grape is eaten in order to bring luck for the coming year and then a toast is made with cava. After the family meals and reunions, many youngsters go out to celebrate the 'Old Night' with friends. New Year's Day is celebrated with another family lunch at home. 
The night of January 5th is the 'Night of Kings'. Although traditionally in Spain it is the Three Wise Men who travel from the Orient on camel and bring Christmas gifts, nowadays, there are many children that also receive the odd gift from Father Christmas (or Santa Claus) on December 25th. A letter is written to the Wise Men requesting those most wanted gifts. On the 'Night of Kings' a shoe is left out in which the Kings will leave coal, rather than presents, if the child has not been good. In some families a Christmas sweet or a little glass of sherry is also left for the Kings and water is left on the balcony or outside for the camels.

The most celebrated Christmas holiday in Spain is the 'Day of Kings' (January 6th), with a carnival during the day. The 'Ring of Kings', a Christmas bun, is served for breakfast or as an afternoon snack. There is a gift baked inside which will bring good luck to whoever gets it.

As you can see, some Spanish Christmas traditions are similar to those of other countries, but there are others that are typical of Spain. 
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